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Proposition 84: Clean Water, Parks and Coastal Protection Bond
Sample Newsletter Article

(430 words)
On November 7, 2006, California residents will have an important opportunity to preserve and protect our state’s precious natural resources by voting YES on Proposition 84. 

California is facing enormous population growth in the coming years, with 25 million new residents expected by 2040. But, unfortunately, California’s investments in infrastructure are not keeping pace with our massive population growth.

Current funding for water quality, water supply reliability, natural resources and environmental protection programs is critically low, with past bond funds running out as early as this year, and the state spending less than 1% of the overall state budget on funding for resources. The lack of funding will cause significant and widespread problems for all Californians, ranging from the safety of our drinking water supply, and vulnerability to destructive flooding, to the most basic conditions of our parks, bays and coastline. 

Proposition 84, the Clean Water, Parks and Coastal Protection Bond, a $5.4 billion bond measure slated for the November 2006 statewide ballot, would provide critically needed funds to ensure the availability of safe drinking water, improve local water supply reliability, strengthen flood protection, and preserve California’s natural landscapes, including parks, forests, lakes, rivers, beaches, bays, ocean and coastline. Proposition 84 protects these natural resources, which are essential to our well being, our economy and our quality of life. 

[insert paragraph on bond funding that benefits your organization]

Importantly, the measure will not raise taxes and includes tough fiscal safeguards. Recognizing Californians’ strong desire to ensure such investments are made appropriately, the measure includes strict accountability provisions, including yearly independent audits and a citizen’s oversight committee. 

The Clean Water, Parks and Coastal Protection Bond is supported by a broad coalition of interests, including more than 250 water districts, conservation and environmental groups, local government entities, museum and park interests, elected officials, and civic organizations. Bipartisan, early support for Proposition 84 includes: Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein, State Treasurer Phil Angelides, League of California Cities, Western Growers Association, Association of California Water Agencies, California Business Properties Association and the California Coastal Coalition. [insert your organization’s name] is also a supporter of Proposition 84. 

California has long been at the forefront of protecting and managing its land, water, coastal and other natural resources. Our state continues to grow rapidly, creating new challenges. Proposition 84 is needed to protect our water supply, economy and quality of life – both and for future generations. 

To learn more about Proposition 84 and how you can support the Clean Water, Parks and Coastal Protection Bond of 2006, please visit the campaign’s web site at www.cleanwater2006.com. Please remember to vote YES on Proposition 84 on November 7th. 
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